
What is the  
General Plan?
A general plan is an official policy document adopted by the Town 
Council and designed to serve as the jurisdiction’s blueprint for 
future development. The Arizona Revised Statutes (§ 9-461.05-06) 
require general plans to be updated every ten years to ensure 
their consistency with the evolution of the community.  
The Make It Chino! General Plan is an update to the existing  
Chino Valley General Plan and will fulfill the statutory requirement.

Essential Characteristics of a General Plan
Comprehensive
A general plan provides 
overarching and citizen-directed 
policy guidance that can be 
used to direct future land use 
and resource decisions.

Broad-scope
A general plan addresses 
a wide range of topics and 
includes sections addressing 
elements deemed important 
by the community.

Long-range
A general plan provides long-
range guidance (20 years or 
longer) on how the vision for 
a community can be attained.

A General Plan is NOT: 
 w A zoning map

 w A tool to promote special 
interests

 w An unchangeable 
document

 w A detailed policy for 
specific properties or areas

 w A capital improvement 
program 
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For more information, visit www.MakeItChinoGeneralPlan.com

General plans are the policy foundation for all planning, public infrastructure, and community 
development efforts and plans.
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Community 
Engagement and 
Communication

Public participation and communication are ongoing 
parts of the process and keys to the success of 

the general plan. A Public Engagement Plan 
has been developed to guide community 

involvement. The Public Engagement 
Plan outlines opportunities for 

Town leadership to connect 
with and receive ideas from 

a broad cross-section 
of the community 

at many levels.

Community 
Assessment

A critical part of the update is a 
community assessment, which will 

provide a snapshot of the existing conditions 
and trends that are influencing the Town of Chino 

Valley today. These baseline indicators will be used 
to better understand the issues and opportunities facing 

the Town, allowing stakeholders and decision-makers 
to formulate solutions to be addressed in the 

general plan and resulting in a more 
comprehensive and valuable 

guiding document.

Plan 
Document 

Development
On the basis of information gathered 
through the collaborative process, a draft general 
plan will be produced and distributed for public review 
and comment. The draft will contain the goals and 
policies that will guide future development of the 
Town of Chino Valley as well as implementation 
measures to carry out the plan.

Visioning and  
Future Land Use Mapping

The public engagement process invites residents and 
stakeholders to express their goals for the Town’s future through 

two Town Hall community meetings. The first will inform attendees 
of the general plan process and engage community members in 

visioning exercises, the results of which will be will be distilled into 
a Vision Statement. The second will involve hands-on, interactive 

land use mapping exercises in which participants will 
identify existing conditions and future trends 

for their community. These exercises 
will guide the development of 

a Future Land Use map 
for the Town.

Public 
Hearings

Following the public 
review period, the Planning 

and Zoning Commission will hear 
public comments and consider the 

plan for recommendation to the Town 
Council. Any comments will be addressed in 

producing the final general plan, which will 
be brought to the Town Council for the final 

public hearing and adoption. The resulting 
Make it Chino! General Plan will be viewable 

on the Town’s web page.

5
Major Planning 

Process 
Components



General Plan Topics
The Make it Chino! General Plan will include five topic areas or elements.  
Within each element (or category), several relevant topics will be thoughtfully discussed.

Land Use
Land use planning is a fundamental 
aspect of long-range planning. 
The Land Use element will define 
the densities, intensities, and 
characteristics of future land uses. The 
land uses that make up the Town will 
be reviewed to ensure that the land 
use types, distribution, and locations 
reflect the values and goals of the 
community as Chino Valley grows.

Public Facilities 
and Services
The Public Facilities and Services 
element will ensure that adequate 
basic facilities are planned in a 
way that meets the needs of Chino 
Valley’s future growth. Policies 
guiding police, fire, and library 
services will be provided for, as will 
policies guiding sewer, electric, solid 
waste, and drainage systems.

Who Will  
Guide the 
Plan?
The General Plan will  
be guided by the  
following groups:

 w Chino Valley Residents

 w Community and Regional 
Stakeholders

 w Town Council

 w Planning and Zoning 
Commission

 w Steering Committee

 w Town Staff

Circulation
How people move around is as 
important as where people live. 
Circulation sets up the community 
to maintain adequate transportation 
systems to move goods, services, and 
people safely and efficiently through 
the Town. The Circulation element 
will include planning for pedestrians, 
bicycles, roads, highways, public 
transit, and aviation. It will account 
for visitors and tourists.

Natural Resources
Open space, water, wildlife, 
recreation (both passive and active), 
hold value and will be promoted 
in the element with goals and 
policies that will ensure adequate 
stewardship and maintenance of 
open space for existing and future 
residents of the Town.

Economic 
Development 
The Economic Development element 
recognizes the importance of 
sound and financially resilient city 
government and a diverse, strong, 
and growing local economy. Policies 
related to this element promote 
capitalizing on the unique local 
economic resources, amenities, and 
the workforce of the Town.
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*A Citizen Vote will be required after Town Council adoption.

AUGAUG FEBFEBNOVNOV MAYMAYSEPSEP MARMARDECDEC JUNJUNOCTOCT APRAPRJANJAN

Chino Valley General Plan Project Schedule

60-day Statutory 
Review Period

For More Information, contact:
Contact Development Services
928-636-3479  u  generalplan@chinoaz.net  u  www.chinoaz.net
or visit www.MakeItChinoGeneralPlan.com Rev. 11 16 2022

Project Schedule
The general plan process will be extensive and continuous, allowing several opportunities for the community to 
participate and provide input on the plan. The process will take approximately 12 months to complete and will 
culminate in Town Council adoption in June 2023.

Get Involved!
One of the most important aspects of a general plan process is community engagement. Through a coordinated public 
outreach effort, participation by citizens and stakeholders will help create a customized plan that builds consensus 
and support for implementation efforts. The project website will contain information about the project and allow the 
community to be involved in developing the plan by providing input and guidance. To learn more about the general 
plan, please go to www.MakeItChinoGeneralPlan.com. Throughout the general plan process, there will be several 
opportunities to provide input.


